214      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
the capture of 17 prisoners. Lt. Michie is at work on the new line with one thousand colored troops. Will you telegraph to the Secretary of War for a brevet major for Michie in his corps? I wish him as my chief engineer. If gallant, unwearied, and most meritorious services are ever deserving, they are in his case; also an order that he be put on duty in his brevet rank. I have set Ludlow's extra men at Dutch Gap at work on the redoubt on Signal Hill near him.
Pour regiments of Pickett's Division are over here from the Bermuda lines between Appomattox & James. Leaving about twenty-five hundred men there. I believe I could break through on the left with three thousand negroes. Can we not have the other corps here?
B. F. BTJTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Grant to General Butler
CITY POINT, VA., Oct. 3rd, 1864
A DESPATCH is just received from Sheridan up to the first (1st) inst. The enemy have entirely left his front and come to Charlottsville & Gordonsville. He cannot reach them, so that we may now confidently expect the return here of at least JCershaw's Division and Rosser's Cavalry. It will require very close watching to prevent being surprised by this reinforcement. I will have forty thousand (40,000) reinforce-ments here in ten (10) days. n g
From General Butler to General Grant
Ed. Qrs., Oat. 3rd, 1864, 7.30 P.M.
DESPATCH relating to Sheridan received. Will watch with the utmost vigilance. Can we not have the 19th Corps? All quiet tonight. BBNJ R ^^ Maj
From the Secretary of War to General Butter
CEPHHE.   WASHINGTON, Od. S, 1864
I HAVE directed Adjt. Gen'l. Thomas to bring up five thousand negro troops from Kentucky, who are said to be superior to any others that he has organized in the south, & to take them to your command. He leaves Washington for that purpose today, & has orders to hasten them forward with all despatch.                              E M STANTQN| My ^ War